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youngest showed signs of being- most affected, although
one gentleman, who had Ids arm paralysed for a time
was not the youngest of the party.

' The process of slow and gradual charging., followed
"by a sudden discharge., giving a severe shock whenever
there was a peal of thunder overhead, was repeated over
and over again several times until after about twenty-
five minutes the storm passed away. These facts point
to a direct relation between the temperament of the
individual and his capacity of being excited electrically
or his specific inductive capacity.3

A mode of protection against lightning was devised
by Dr. Franklin., who proposed the Lightning-con-
ductor now universally adopted, and which consists
of a pointed rod of good conducting material, such as
copper, placed in the immediate neighbourhood of the
object to be protected and in efficient connection with
the ground. The action of such a conductor allows
the electricity of the earth to flow off quietly, and
gradually neutralise the electricity in the atmosphere
about, so as to prevent the accumulation of such a
charge as would give rise to a lightning-flash. The
action depends on what is called the c power of points.'
The electricity on a sphere is uniformly distributed
over the surface; on an oval figure it tends to accumu-
late at the ends. On a cylinder this tendency is more
strongly developed, and, when the cylinder becomes a
line wire, the tension is so great at the end that the
electricity soon forces its way into the surrounding air
and escapes.

The following account, abridged from one printed
in thec Quarterly Journal of the Meteorological Society,'
vol. ii., p. 42''i, will give some explanation of this action